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THE PLAYERSTHE PLAYERS



1.1. Number of playersNumber of players

�� A match is played between two sides, each of A match is played between two sides, each of 

eleven players, one of whom shall be captain.eleven players, one of whom shall be captain.

�� By agreement a match may be played between By agreement a match may be played between 

sides of more or less than eleven players, sides of more or less than eleven players, but but 
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sides of more or less than eleven players, sides of more or less than eleven players, but but 

not more than eleven players may field at not more than eleven players may field at 
any time.any time.



2.2. Nomination of playersNomination of players

�� Each captain shall nominate his players in Each captain shall nominate his players in 

writing to writing to one of the umpiresone of the umpires before the toss.  before the toss.  

�� No player may be changed after theNo player may be changed after the

nominationnomination without the consent of the without the consent of the 
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nominationnomination without the consent of the without the consent of the 

opposing captainopposing captain..



3.3. CaptainCaptain

�� IfIf atat anyany timetime thethe captaincaptain isis notnot available,available, aa

deputydeputy shallshall actact forfor himhim::

�� DuringDuring thethe periodperiod inin whichwhich thethe tosstoss isis toto taketake

placeplace thethe deputydeputy mustmust tosstoss andand nominatenominate hishis
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placeplace thethe deputydeputy mustmust tosstoss andand nominatenominate hishis

players,players, ifif thisthis hashas notnot alreadyalready beenbeen donedone..

�� AtAt anyany timetime afterafter thethe toss,toss, thethe deputydeputy

mustmust bebe oneone ofof thethe nominatednominated playersplayers



4.4. Responsibility of the captainsResponsibility of the captains

�� TheThe captainscaptains areare responsibleresponsible atat allall timestimes forfor

ensuringensuring thatthat playplay isis conductedconducted withinwithin thethe spiritspirit

andand traditionstraditions ofof thethe gamegame asas wellwell asas withinwithin

thethe LawsLaws..
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thethe LawsLaws..

�� SeeSee TheThe PreamblePreamble –– TheThe SpiritSpirit ofof CricketCricket andand

LawLaw 4242..11 (Fair(Fair andand unfairunfair playplay -- responsibilityresponsibility ofof

captains)captains)..



LAW 2LAW 2
SUBSTITUTES AND RUNNERS;SUBSTITUTES AND RUNNERS;

6

SUBSTITUTES AND RUNNERS;SUBSTITUTES AND RUNNERS;



1.1. Substitutes and runnersSubstitutes and runners

(a)(a) If the umpires are satisfied that a player If the umpires are satisfied that a player 

has been injured or become ill has been injured or become ill after the after the 

nomination ofnomination of the teamsthe teams, they shall , they shall 

allow that player to have a substitute to allow that player to have a substitute to 
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Any injury or illness that occurs at any Any injury or illness that occurs at any 

time after the nomination of  the players time after the nomination of  the players 

until the conclusion of  the match shall be until the conclusion of  the match shall be 

allowable, irrespective of  whether play is allowable, irrespective of  whether play is 

in progress or not.in progress or not.

allow that player to have a substitute to allow that player to have a substitute to 

field for him and a runner whilst batting.field for him and a runner whilst batting.



1.1. Substitutes and runnersSubstitutes and runners

(b)(b) The umpires have discretion, The umpires have discretion, 

for other for other wholly acceptable reasonswholly acceptable reasons, to , to 

allow a substitute for a fielder, or a runner allow a substitute for a fielder, or a runner 

for a batsman, at the for a batsman, at the start of the matchstart of the match or or 
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for a batsman, at the for a batsman, at the start of the matchstart of the match or or 

at any subsequent time.at any subsequent time.



1.1. Substitutes and runnersSubstitutes and runners

(c)(c) A player wishing to change his shirt, boots, A player wishing to change his shirt, boots, 

etc. etc. must leave the fieldmust leave the field to do so.  No to do so.  No 

substitute shall be allowed for him.substitute shall be allowed for him.

(Broken gear/equipment excepted).(Broken gear/equipment excepted).

9

(Broken gear/equipment excepted).(Broken gear/equipment excepted).



2.2. Objection to substitutesObjection to substitutes

The opposing captain has The opposing captain has no right of objectionno right of objection toto

any player acting as a substitute on the field, nor asany player acting as a substitute on the field, nor as

to where the substitute shall field.to where the substitute shall field.
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3.3. Restrictions on the role of Restrictions on the role of 

substitutessubstitutes

A substitute shall not be allowed to bat or bowl orA substitute shall not be allowed to bat or bowl or

act as act as wicketwicket--keeper keeper or as or as captain captain on the field ofon the field of

playplay..
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4.4. A player for whom a A player for whom a 

substitute has actedsubstitute has acted

A player is allowed to A player is allowed to bat,bat, bowlbowl or or fieldfield eveneven

though a substitute has previously acted for himthough a substitute has previously acted for him..
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LAW 2LAW 2
FIELDER LEAVING THE FIELD;FIELDER LEAVING THE FIELD;
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FIELDER LEAVING THE FIELD;FIELDER LEAVING THE FIELD;



5. 5. Fielder absent or leaving the Fielder absent or leaving the 

fieldfield

If a fielder fails to If a fielder fails to take the field at the starttake the field at the start ofof

the match or at the match or at any later timeany later time, or leaves the field, or leaves the field

during a session of play the during a session of play the umpire must beumpire must be

informedinformed
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informedinformed of the reason for his absence.of the reason for his absence.



5. 5. Fielder absent or leaving the Fielder absent or leaving the 

fieldfield

He shall not thereafter return to the field He shall not thereafter return to the field 

without the consent of the umpire. The umpire without the consent of the umpire. The umpire 

shall give such consent as soon as is practicable. shall give such consent as soon as is practicable. 

If he is absent for If he is absent for 15 minutes or longer15 minutes or longer, he is , he is 
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If he is absent for If he is absent for 15 minutes or longer15 minutes or longer, he is , he is 

not permitted to bowl until he has been on the not permitted to bowl until he has been on the 

field for field for at least that length ofat least that length of playingplayingplayingplayingplayingplayingplayingplaying timetime

for which he was absent.for which he was absent.



5. 5. Fielder absent or leaving the Fielder absent or leaving the 

fieldfield

Absence or penalty for time absent Absence or penalty for time absent shall not beshall not be

carried over into a new day’s play.carried over into a new day’s play. If in the If in the 

case of a followcase of a follow--on or forfeiture, a side fields for on or forfeiture, a side fields for 

two consecutive innings, this restriction shall, two consecutive innings, this restriction shall, 
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two consecutive innings, this restriction shall, two consecutive innings, this restriction shall, 

continue as into the second innings but shall continue as into the second innings but shall not not 

otherwise be carried overotherwise be carried over into a new innings into a new innings 



5. 5. Fielder absent or leaving the Fielder absent or leaving the 

fieldfield

(iii)(iii) The time lost for an The time lost for an unscheduled unscheduled 

breakbreak in playin play shall be counted as time shall be counted as time 

on the field for any fielder who comes on the field for any fielder who comes 

on to the field at the resumption of on to the field at the resumption of 
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on to the field at the resumption of on to the field at the resumption of 

play.  See Law 15.1 (An interval).play.  See Law 15.1 (An interval).



(i)(i) the ball the ball shall immediately becomeshall immediately become

6.6. Player returning without Player returning without 

permissionpermission

If a player comes on to the field of play without If a player comes on to the field of play without 

permission and comes into contact with the ball permission and comes into contact with the ball 

while it is in playwhile it is in play
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(i)(i) the ball the ball shall immediately becomeshall immediately become

deaddead and the umpire shall award 5 and the umpire shall award 5 

penalty runs to the batting side.  penalty runs to the batting side.  

See Law 42.17 (Penalty runs). See Law 42.17 (Penalty runs). 

The ball shall not count as one of the over.



6.6. Player returning without Player returning without 

permissionpermission
(ii)(ii) the umpire shall inform the other umpire, the the umpire shall inform the other umpire, the 

captain of the fielding side, the batsmen and, captain of the fielding side, the batsmen and, 
as soon as practicable, the captain of the as soon as practicable, the captain of the 
batting side, of the reason for this action.batting side, of the reason for this action.
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(iii)(iii) the the umpires togetherumpires together shall report the shall report the 
occurrence as soon as possible to the occurrence as soon as possible to the 
Executive of the fielding side and any Executive of the fielding side and any 
Governing Body responsible for the matchGoverning Body responsible for the match

(iv)(iv) for appropriate action.for appropriate action.



7.7. RunnerRunner

The player acting as a runner for a batsman The player acting as a runner for a batsman 

must must be a member of the batting side and shall, be a member of the batting side and shall, 

if possibleif possible, have already batted in that innings.  , have already batted in that innings.  

The runner shall wear The runner shall wear external external protective protective 
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The runner shall wear The runner shall wear external external protective protective 

equipment equipment equivalent equivalent to that worn by the to that worn by the 

batsman and shall carry a bat.batsman and shall carry a bat.


